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PRE-RESPIRATORY CARE
Students pursuing a career in respiratory care can begin their study at Northeast Community College by 

completing pre-requisite courses. This program is a joint cooperative arrangement with Southeast Community 
College (SCC) and Northeast Community College. Students may complete over 30 credit hours at Northeast to 
qualify for admission into the SCC program. Application is made during the final semester of completing pre-
requisite courses. By applying for the distance program at SCC, students are able to complete the program within 
this geographical region. In the SCC respiratory care distance program, all course work is done online. Laboratory 
and clinical education is arranged by agreement with area hospitals and care facilities. SCC admits students in 
July for this eighteen month program.

Program graduates earn an Associate of Applied Science degree from Southeast Community College and are 
eligible to take the national examinations and apply for a license from the State Health Department.

Required Program of Study for Associate of Applied Science Degree (2 years)
Awarded by Southeast Community College

Course                                     Credits
BIOS 2250 Introduction to Human Anatomy and 
 Physiology I .......................................................................................4
BIOS 2260 Introduction to Human Anatomy and 
 Physiology II .....................................................................................4
ENGL 1010 English Composition I .................................................3
SPCH 1110 Public Speaking or
 SPCH 1010 Fundamentals of Communication ........................3
*Social Science Elective .......................................................................3
(PSYC 1810, SOCI 1010)
MATH 1140 Intermediate Algebra (or Higher) ........................ 4-5

Total  Credit  Hours   21-22

Pre -R e s p i rato r y  Care

Northeast Community College

Course                                     Credit Hours
Student must complete the following RESP courses.
RESP 1111 Respiratory Anatomy and Physiology ......................3
RESP 1114 Respiratory Care Principles ........................................3
RESP 1122 Respiratory Care Procedures ......................................5
RESP 1148 Critical Care Management ..........................................4
RESP 1150 Respiratory Pharmacology and Pathology...............5
RESP 1160 Mechanical Ventilation ................................................6
RESP 1170 Exam Review ..................................................................3
RESP 1180 Chronic Cardiopulmonary Management.................3
RESP 1210 Clinical Education: General/Progressive Care .......5
RESP 1220 Clinical Education: Critical Care/Specialty
  Rotations 1 .......................................................................................5
RESP 1230 Clinical Education: Critical Care/Specialty
 Rotations 2 ........................................................................................5
RESP 1240 Clinical Education: Internship ...................................2
RESP 2251 Cardiovascular Principles ............................................3

Total  Credit  Hours  52

Southeast Community College

Note: Prior to entering the respiratory care program, students are required to complete the above courses available at Northeast Community College with a 
grade of "C+" or better.

Appropriate placement score or BIOS 1010 with a minimum grade of "C" is required at Northeast Community College.

*(meets SSC Critical Thinking & Problem Solving requirement)



PRE-PROFESSIONAL DEGREE PATHWAYS at NORTHEAST COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

 
 
 

Example Curriculum for Pre-Professional careers 
obtained with an AS degree. The following 
information is an example only and subject to 
change without notice. 

Biology (with lab) 8-10 semester hours*. Two 
semesters of general biology of physiology meet 
this requirement. 

General Chemistry (with lab) 8-10 semesters 
hours*. This requirement should include a two-
semester complete course in general or inorganic 
chemistry. 

Organic Chemistry (with lab) 8-10 semester 
hours. This requirement should include a two-
semester complete course in organic chemistry. 

Physics (with lab) 8-10 semesters hours. This 
requirement should include a two-semester 
complete course in physics. 

Humanities and/or Social Science 12-16 
semester hours. Courses in the following may be 
used to fill this requirement: art, dramatic 
arts/theater, literature, English, music, foreign 
language, sociology, anthropology, psychology, 
child development, journalism, economics, 
geography, geology, speech, communications, 
history, government, political science, 
philosophy, religion, women’s studies, and any 
ethnic studies courses.  

Calculus or Statistics 3 semester hours. A one 
semester course in introductory calculus OR 
statistics will meet this requirement. 

English Composition minimum of 3 semester 
hours. Students are required to have at least one 
semester of English composition or a comparable 
writing course. Students may not substitute a 
placement examination in lieu of this 
requirement. 

Biochemistry 3 semester hours. Students must 
have a comprehensive course in Biochemistry to 
include metabolism. For schools that cover 
metabolism in the second semester of 
Biochemistry, then the requirement will be met 
with both semesters of Biochemistry, regardless 
of credit hours. 

Genetics 3 semester hours.  

In cases where CLEP Examination or AP credits 
have exempted an applicant from an 
undergraduate prerequisite course, it is suggested 
that a more advanced course in that discipline be 
taken to fulfill the requirements. Dual enrollment 
courses are accepted to fulfill required 
coursework.  

Courses in molecular biology, immunology and 
microbiology, though not required, are helpful in 
preparing for the basic science curriculum of 
medical school. Interpersonal communications, 
ethics, and personnel management are also good 
preparatory courses. 

*or equivalent 

Your specific college or university may have 
additional requirements. 

 

Here are some of the professional careers 
that you can get started at Northeast:  

Chiropractic Medical Assisting*** 
Dentistry Mortuary Science 
Dietetics Physician Assistant 
Medicine Physical Therapy 
Nursing Radiologic Technology** 
Pharmacy Surgical Technology** 
Public Health Respiratory Care** 
 

**Joint cooperative arrangement with Southeast 
Community College 
***Joint cooperative arrangement with Central 
Community College 


